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A message from the Management Committee Chairman
Dear Residents,
Welcome to the first 2021 OPM Newsletter.
In spite of the gloom of lockdown and the doom of never-ending talk of crisis, this
year is going to be an uplifting and hopeful one in our community. The impending
refurbishment of our Pool and Recreation Room, bringing it up to the specification we
all need and deserve is truly exciting. It will reinvigorate our community and
amenities, it will provide space for us to come together and socialise as a community
- something we have sorely missed for years, and it will give us a renewed sense of
pride and stake in The Mansion. In getting to this position, I want to thank again all of
the Management Committee members and also Scott Carey without whose skills,
energy and time devoted to the task this project would still be on paper. Soon, as you
will see, it will be in bricks, mortar and rubble. The wait and the (minor) disruption will
be worth it. Hopefully, the grand reopening will coincide with a lifting of the Covid
restrictions and the chance to celebrate in style - liquid refreshment and liquid
recreation.
Best wishes,
Russell Jacobs
The Garden, 2 The Mansion

A warm welcome to new residents
The Mansion community welcomes two new arrivals – William and Lesley Van
Klaveren to The Parkland Suite, 7 The Mansion, and Oliver Waghorn and Amanda
Gdula to No. 1, The Old Orangery. Here they introduce themselves in their own
words:
William and Lesley: ‘We are renting the Parkland Suite for twelve months whilst we
look for a property to buy in the surrounding area. Everyone we have met here has
been very kind and despite the Covid restrictions, we have been made to feel very
welcome. Over the years, our main contact with Ottershaw has been visiting Paul
and Josephine Arengo-Jones. However, because our eldest son is a private pilot, we
have flown in and out of Fairoaks on several occasions, but with eyes glued to the
fast approaching runway, we never took much notice of the Mansion! We are very
impressed with the large number of interesting walks in the vicinity, which given the
current restrictions, provide wonderful exercise and enjoyment. We have lived in
several European countries, where William was running companies for Reckitt &
Colman plc. Lesley was mainly engaged with managing our four children when
abroad, and pursuing her social work career when in London. Since retiring, William
has been a magistrate in Richmond and both he and Lesley have taken up golf,
which we play with more enthusiasm than technique! We also have a small house in
the south of Spain where we grow oranges and make olive oil’.
Oliver and Amanda: ‘We are delighted to hunker down for the latest lockdown in our
long-awaited country abode. Amanda is originally from New Jersey and spent the
past 8 years in London, and Oli, here via Hampshire, spent the last 12 years in town.
We both work in the defence and aerospace sector, and are enjoying the time
working from home with such beautiful views. We are dog lovers, and you may have

seen us out your window getting tied in circles by our 9-week old husky x golden
puppies, Bear and Lady! We also have 2 cats, Wiggy and Teatime. Other interests
include gardening, travelling, good food, wine, and - only in the case of Oli - hardcore
DIY. On the subject of wine, we hear we are in good company here at Ottershaw
Park! We look forward to raising a glass with you all when conditions allow’.

Covid
Residents are kindly reminded about the severity of the virus, particularly when many
of us are in the ‘at risk’ age category. Please continue to follow government guidance
– Hands, Face, Space – and remember to wear a facemask and gloves where and
when necessary. Hand sanitiser and PPE have been provided in The Mansion main
building reception area. [Please enlarge screen or print page to read poster below].

ENGLAND LOCKDOWN

STAY AT HOME

THE NEW VARIANT OF CORONAVIRUS IS SPREADING FAST.
WE ALL NEED TO PLAY OUR PART TO STOP THE SPREAD.

LEAVING HOME
You must not leave, or be outside of your
home or garden, except for a very limited
set of exemptions e.g. to shop for basic
necessities, exercise, go to work if you
cannot do so from home, or to escape
risk of harm.
MEETING OTHERS
You cannot leave your home to meet
socially with anyone, except with your
household or support bubble (if eligible to
form one). Stay 2 metres apart from anyone
not in your household or support bubble.
EXERCISE
You may exercise on your own, with your
household or support bubble, or with one
person from another household (when on
your own). Stay 2 metres apart from anyone
not in your household or support bubble.
BARS, PUBS AND RESTAURANTS
Hospitality closed aside from sales by
takeaway (until 11pm), click-and-collect,
drive-through or delivery. Alcohol cannot
be purchased through takeaway or
click-and-collect from hospitality venues.

WORK AND BUSINESS
Everyone must work from home unless they
are unable to do so.

EDUCATION
Early years settings open. Primary and
secondary schools and colleges move to
remote provision except for vulnerable
children and children of critical workers.
Most university students to move to
remote learning.
LEISURE AND SPORTING FACILITIES
Closed, with limited exceptions.
ACCOMMODATION

PLACES OF WORSHIP
Places of worship can remain open and
communal worship is permitted, but you
must not mix with those outside your
household or support bubble.
TRAVELLING
You must stay at home. If you do leave
home for a very limited set of exemptions,
you should stay local in the village, town,
or part of the city where you live where
possible. Do not travel abroad unless an
exemption applies.

Closed, with limited exceptions.
CLINICALLY EXTREMELY VULNERABLE
PERSONAL CARE
Closed.

ENTERTAINMENT
Closed.

RETAIL
Essential shops can open. Non-essential
retail must close and can only run click-andcollect and delivery.

WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS
Funerals of up to 30 people permitted.
Weddings up to 6 people permitted in
exceptional circumstances. Wakes and
other linked ceremonial events of up to 6
permitted.

OVERNIGHT STAYS
You must not stay overnight away from
home. Limited exceptions apply e.g. to stay
with your support bubble.

Shielding reintroduced across England. You
should not travel to work, school, college
or university and should limit the time you
spend outside the home. You should only
go out for medical appointments, exercise
or if it is essential.
CARE HOME VISITS
Visits can take place with arrangements
such as substantial screens, visiting pods, or
behind windows. Close-contact indoor visits
are not allowed. No visits will be permitted
in the event of an outbreak but end of life
visits are permitted in all circumstances.

For more information go to:
gov.uk/coronavirus

An update on Mansion projects
There are a number of major and minor projects on-going at The Mansion, but here
are three that are a regular topic of conversation in the community.
•

Swimming Pool & Rec Room: Following the successful completion of the
Section 20 consultation process, work has already started on the project but it will
kick into overdrive the week commencing 8th February. The project should be
completed by this summer, all being well. We are very fortunate to have Mansion
residents Scott and Gemma Carey (24 The Mansion) managing the project, ably
supported by the rest of The Mansion Pool & Rec Room Subcommittee (Russell
Jacobs, Aya Hirai, Ben Townsend, Mary Turner and Paul Featherstone).

•

New Boilers: The new boilers have had a welcome effect on our energy
consumption. In December 2018, the last time we had working boilers but no
swimming pool, gas consumption was 1,584 units. In December 2020, it was 709
units. Perhaps more surprisingly, electricity consumption has also reduced from
1,866(N) and 744(L) in 2018 to 620(N) and 182(L) today. A good result as we aim
to improve our overall heating efficiency.

•

The Gardens: An update from our resident green fingers, Mary and Richard
Turner (The White House, 19 The Mansion) – ‘Spring is beginning to burst out all
around Ottershaw Park. If you keep an eye out, you should see a number of
galanthus (snowdrops) in flower. There are vigorous looking shoots and even
some early flowers from the 50 kilos of daffodil and narcissi bulbs we planted in
the formal gardens and along the approach roads to the Mansion; these should
look fabulous when they’re all in flower. We’re also looking forward to the
daffodils and tulips blossoming in the urns. Separately, Jack and his team have
been working hard to prepare all the beds for the spring as well as removing ivy
and brambles. Tom Eastment has done a sterling job on the first tranche of 6
trees that the arborculturist thought were particularly concerning. The next eleven
trees should be tackled in February, leaving another ten for later in the year. We’ll
be looking to restock with native trees eventually. We’ve bought eight camellias
from a specialist nursery for £50 that we’ll be planting along the upper road to the
bridge’.

Communications at The Mansion
Residents receive regular updates and notices, such as Residents’ meetings and
AGM minutes, via email from the Management Committee team, including the
Chairman (Russell Jacobs), Secretary (Paul Arengo-Jones) and the Communications
Officer (Ben Townsend). A WhatsApp Group has also been created in order to
circulate important Mansion news quickly and efficiently. If you are not on this group
and would like to be, please ask Ben. For those not on the WhatsApp group fear not!
You will still receive all updates as normal via email. Please also look out for the
annual Mansion Owners’ Guide, which comes out every January, and this
Newsletter, which you will receive three times a year – January, May and September.

Forthcoming Mansion meetings
•

Residents’ Meetings: 9th February, 11th May (AGM), and 7th December

•

Management Committee Meetings: 1st February, 12th February, 9th March,
11th May, 13th July, 14th September, and 9th November

Your Management Committee
The Management Committee serves the interests of all residents and meets regularly
to agree budgets, work plans and responsibilities, which are then rubber-stamped by
all residents, as appropriate. Your Committee members are:
1. Russell Jacobs – Chairman
2. Paul Arengo-Jones – Secretary
3. Peter Bennett – Treasurer
4. Ben Townsend – Communications
5. Mary Turner – Gardens
6. Graham Hughes – OPEC Liaison
7. Harald Karlsen – Member
8. Aya Hirai – Member
9. James Oxley – Member
10. Paul Featherstone – Member
A special thank you to Neil Drummond (23 The Mansion) who supports the
Committee and all residents with our accounts.
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