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A message from the Management Committee Chairman 
 
Dear Fellow Residents, 
  
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the second edition of the 
Mansion Newsletter. Thanks to Ben Townsend for curating it and for taking the lead 
on comms. at the Mansion. 
 
I also want to thank the members of the Management Committee who have all been 
working hard to keep the Mansion running like clockwork. We have also been very 
fortunate to have Scott Carey join our ranks. Scott, and his wife, Gemma, have been 
working extremely hard on our behalf to manage the Pool and Recreation Room 
project, which has now opened and is being enjoyed by many of you. I am sure that 
you will all agree that these facilities represent a massive upgrade in our amenities 
and hopefully a new focal point for the communal Mansion life, which we have not 
had for many years. We are proud to be able to name the Pool, The Tony Brooks 
Pool. For those of you who do not know Tony and Pina Brooks, Tony (a Formula 
One legend) devoted many years at the Mansion to the upkeep of our leisure 
facilities and this new pool is a wonderful tribute to him and his love of the 
community. 
  
Finally, with lockdown easing, and summer on us, we all look to reuniting in the new 
facilities and the beautiful gardens, to rekindle the Mansion community spirit and to 
enjoy the fruits of the Management Committee’s work and, especially, to your 
generous funding of the project. 
  
Best wishes, 
 
Russell Jacobs 
The Garden Suite, No. 2 
 
 
A warm welcome to new residents  
 
The Mansion community recently welcomed William and Lesley Van Klaveren to The 
Parkland Suite, No. 7 and Oliver Waghorn and Amanda Gdula to The Old Orangery, 
No 1. They both provided lovely introductions in the first edition of the newsletter.  
 
Our latest residents are David and Jayne Paterson of The Balcony Suite, No. 11. We 
are delighted to have them join us, and very much look forward to hearing more 
about them in the next edition. 
 
 
A friendly hello from other residents  
 
We thought it would be a nice idea to add a new segment in which two or three 
residents briefly introduce themselves to the Mansion community, even if they have 
been here for some time!  
 
Graham & Jean Hughes (West Wing, No. 22): Having enjoyed several years living 
in exotic places like Los Angeles, Runcorn and Brussels, before 25 years in Woking, 
we thought a “gap year “ abroad might top up our international experience following 
our retirement in 2006. Le Touquet on the north coast of France turned out to be an 
excellent choice and was so attractive that this is where we still now live when not at 



the Mansion to where we moved in early 2016. In principle we spend six weeks here 
and six weeks in France (COVID permitting). 
 
Jean is a trained teacher specialising in children with the specific learning difficulties 
such as dyslexia. Graham is a PhD chemist who once worked for ICI (remember 
them?) in the UK and Belgium, and a Sandoz animal health subsidiary, before setting 
up his own consultancy that specialised in advising the Pharmaceutical Industry on 
the setting up and management of international clinical trials of pharmaceutical 
drugs. 
 
Jean and I met on the tennis courts at Cambridge but that activity is largely beyond 
us now, although sport has played a major part of our life together. Jean is a member 
of Chobham Golf club and Graham (and Jean too) of Le Touquet Golf club. We are 
members of the Chobham Church and also the Pas de Calais C 0f E parish which 
meets in a Catholic Convent in Boulogne. Jean is an ex-member of the Epworth 
Choir – I would have been too but international travel precluded me from attending 
sufficient rehearsals 
 
Our non-existent Who’s Who entry would list our other hobbies as travel (notably 
throughout Europe), photography and food and wine. I also set quizzes for various 
organisations including Probus and a French monthly newspaper. 
 
Our son Robert a top class chef, manages a delicatessen and caterers in New Haw. 
 
 

 



Aya & Motoki Hirai (The Marble House, No. 17): Originally both from Japan, we 
have been part of the lovely OPM community since January 2010, when we moved 
to Surrey from Angel, London before kids - since then we have had Oscar (9yrs) and 
Monet (3yrs) and are a family of four now, no plans of growing further and no plans 
for animals!! Aya is an investment banker and works in the City but has been working 
from home since March 2020 - she will probably not be returning to commuting 5 
days a week even though the commute to London from Woking is excellent. Motoki 
is a concert pianist and composer but has been expanding his career since the 
lockdown running several webinars and consultancy/advisory jobs relating to the 
industry as well as writing for magazines including Forbes Japan, alongside teaching 
either on his Steinway at home or online. Oscar goes to a Catholic boys' school in 
Old Windsor, while Monet is with our 'super-nanny' Sarah (a serious petrol head - am 
sure she can relate to quite a few of you!) 3 days a week and goes to the local 
nursery for the remaining 2 days. Oscar loves tennis and football (Spurs supporter!) 
while also keeping busy with his piano, violin and golf lessons. Monet is working on 
brushing up her ballet skills - whenever she has a chance she is spotted walking 
around the house in mummy's high-heels sporting one of her Dior handbags...we are 
not sure where those genes come from! We are yet to meet some of you properly but 
with COVID restrictions lifting and the warmer weather, we are looking forward to 
catching up with you all in the gardens or at our gorgeous new swimming pool! 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Russell & Irina Jacobs (The Garden Suite, No. 2): I moved to The Mansion over 
23 years ago and held a Housewarming Party which was so popular, unruly and loud 
that the plaster cracked on our lounge walls from the music beat and the sheer 
compression of dancing bodies. Luckily, everyone in The Mansion turned up and 
were thus complicit, so there were no complaints the following morning. Nothing 
much has changed; my wife, Irina (pre-lockdown), remains in her role as the 
community innkeeper. Being born and brought up in London, coming to leafy 
Ottershaw was a wonderful tonic for the soul. The commute to and from the City was 
worth it. Irina, originally from Moscow, regards this as our dacha! And our daughter, 
Sasha, prefers the freedom and safety of the Park to busy and congested London, as 
the gardens provide her and her gang of swallows and amazons with the freedom to 
explore and escape the constraints of city life. Over the past near quarter of a 
century, I’ve seen a lot of residents come and go, but the current community is the 
most diverse in terms of age and backgrounds. With a busy job as a lawyer in the 
City, Irina being a private banker and Sasha being at school in central London, we 
spend far less time at The Mansion than we would prefer. With lockdown now 
easing, and girls’ birthday parties no longer happening every weekend, we look 
forward to spending more time here. Our three dogs certainly prefer the unbounded 
countryside, rather than the strictures and constraints of Regent’s Park. 
 
 

 



Residents with news!  
 
Lisa Townsend (The Library Suite, No. 3): Lisa was elected the Police & Crime 
Commissioner (PCC) for Surrey in May.  
 
The role of the PCC is to help cut crime and deliver an effective and efficient police 
service within their force area. PCC’s have been elected by the public to hold Chief 
Constables and the force to account, effectively making the police answerable to the 
communities they serve. As PCC for Surrey, Lisa (pictured in the pink dress below) 
recently welcomed the Prime Minister and the Home Secretary to Surrey’s Police 
Headquarters in Guildford.  
 
 

 
 
 
New faces at the Mansion 
 
John McGowan (Maintenance Officer): Back in March, it was agreed that a 
Maintenance Officer was desperately needed. After considering a number of options, 
John (pictured overleaf) was selected. John is with us for an average of two and a 
half days per week (usually Wednesday to Friday) to fulfil important tasks, such as 
repairs to the building, painting and decorating. John’s timetable and work schedule 
for the communal areas of the Mansion are guided by Peter Bennett (Management 
Committee Treasurer). If any residents have any suggestions or comments for these 
works then please address them to Peter directly. Separately, John could make 
himself available to help in any of the Mansion private areas (e.g. homes and 
garages), but this work must be done outside of John’s contractual time and settled 
at residents’ own expense. John works extremely hard for the Mansion and is always 
willing to go above and beyond for residents. If you haven’t said hello yet, please do 
so! You can see John most days working tirelessly around the building. 



 
 
 
An update on Mansion projects 
 
There are a number of major and minor projects, which have recently been 
completed or are on-going, at the Mansion: 
 
Swimming Pool & Rec Room: The project was started at the beginning of the year 
and completed in July. Residents are now enjoying the wonderful new pool and 
recreation room (see photo overleaf). Our biggest thanks go to Scott and Gemma 
(West Wing, No. 24) for dedicating so much of their time and effort in managing this 
huge task to a most successful completion. 
 
Our thanks also go to the residents in support on the Pool & Rec Room 
Subcommittee (Russell Jacobs, Aya Hirai, Ben Townsend, Mary Turner and Paul 
Featherstone). And, a final thank you to the Arengo-Jones household for donating 
the rather wonderful ping-pong table, and the Jacobs and Townsend households for 
gifting the furniture and television for the rec room. We are also grateful to the 
residents who have very kindly volunteered to keep pool chemically in-balance.  
 
Residents are reminded they can book the pool and/or rec room for their exclusive 
use up for four times a year. If you would like to make a booking, please contact Ben 
Townsend (The Library Suite, No. 3) directly.  
 
We hope to be able to hold an official (but informal) opening party with fellow resident 
Tony Brooks sometime in September. Watch this space..!  
 



 
 
 
The Gardens: Our resident green fingers, Mary and Richard Turner (The White 
House, No. 19) do so much to make the Mansion gardens so beautiful and for that 
we are all extremely grateful (see photo overleaf). We are lucky indeed to have them 
give the grounds their constant attention. A few excerpts from Mary’s spring garden 
report just goes to show what a super team effort the gardens are: 
 
‘Oli and Amanda have donated a number of large plants from their garden. We have 
dotted them around the garden; we’ve had some losses but most seem to have 
survived the trauma of being replanted. In the process the gardeners discovered a 
little hidden treasure buried near the eastern monopteron. You may have also seen 
the new bed of acers and cherry trees that Oli and Amanda bought and planted next 
to the fence in the Old Orangery, and the rhododendrons that they planted in the Old 
Orangery car park. They have also done an amazing job replanting their own garden! 
Paul and Josephine have kindly added some plants in the Old Orangery as well. 
Thanks to William and Lesley for donating a number of heavy stone planters which 
we have distributed around the gardens and which we will plant up for the summer. 
Thanks again to Neil and Marion for donating the jasmine plants which will hopefully 
grow to fill the border in the West Wing, and for donating a small conifer. We have 
acquired a couple of statues from the basement, which we have put in the garden for 
the summer. The gardeners really appreciate your thanks for their hard work, and it 
gives them a spring in their step. However, if anyone has a complaint, please could 
they address it to me (rather than the gardeners) immediately so that I can rectify the 
situation’.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The Mansion celebrated its centenary in 2011. To mark this the residents prepared a 
time capsule with eclectic items of interest for future residents. It took a while but we 
have finally buried the capsule beside the sundial at the end of the garden. Paul 
Featherstone (The Mirror Pond, No. 1) can let you know what’s in the capsule!  
 
 

 



Other projects: There is a significant list of projects, which is perhaps not surprising 
given the age of our building and the extent of our grounds, which continue to require 
our close attention, such as: structural issues, water ingress (roof leaks and others 
not helped by the significant rainfall this summer), drainage, decoration and repair, 
and parking. As such, we have created a new Projects Subcommittee, which will 
meet on a frequent basis to assign tasks and responsibilities. This Subcommittee 
comprises: Paul Arengo-Jones, Peter Bennett, Scott Carey and Ben Townsend. 
Further updates will be forthcoming at the next Residents’ Meeting and through our 
usual communication channels.  
 
 
Mansion Management Committee  
 
The Management Committee serves the interests of all residents and meets regularly 
to agree budgets, work plans and responsibilities, which are then rubber-stamped by 
all residents, as appropriate. Your Committee members are:  
 
1. Russell Jacobs – Chairman  
2. Paul Arengo-Jones – Secretary 
3. Peter Bennett – Treasurer  
4. Scott Carey – Projects  
5. Ben Townsend – Communications & Leisure Facilities  
6. Mary Turner – Gardens  
7. Graham Hughes – OPEC Liaison  
8. Paul Featherstone – Member  
9. Harald Karlsen – Member  
10. Aya Hirai – Member 
11. James Oxley – Member  
 
Almost half of all households at the Mansion are now on the MC, which is great news 
and a testament to the community spirit we enjoy, even if passionate views are 
expressed from time-to-time!  
 
We welcomed Scott to the MC shortly after the first edition of the newsletter and he 
has since brought his invaluable knowledge and expertise in the construction arena 
to bear at the Mansion.  
 
Special recognition should also go to Neil Drummond (West Wing, No. 23) who 
supports the MC, and all residents, with the Mansion accounts. Neil is an invaluable 
member of the team. Thank you, Neil.  
 
 
Forthcoming Mansion meetings 
 
• Residents’ Meeting: 7th December 2021 
• Management Committee Meetings: 14th September and 9th November 2021 
 
 
Communications at the Mansion  
 
Residents receive regular updates and notices, such as Residents’ meetings and 
AGM minutes, via email from the Management Committee team, including the 
Chairman (Russell Jacobs), Secretary (Paul Arengo-Jones) and the Communications 
Officer (Ben Townsend). 



A number of WhatsApp groups have also been created in order to circulate important 
and targeted Mansion news quickly and efficiently. If you are not on the main 
WhatsApp group and would like to be, please ask Ben directly. For those not on the 
group and would prefer to keep it that way, please fear not! You will still receive all 
updates as normal via email. 
 
Please also look out for the annual Mansion Owners’ Guide, which comes out every 
January, and this Newsletter, which you will now receive twice a year – January and 
August.  
 
 
Parting shot  
 

 
 
Photo by Sylvia Bennett 


